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17.   Monday. Beautiful day. Begin to think the pre-
dicted comet may influence the weather. Acts. Openings.
Took a long walk on the planks, where wife joined me.
Dick down to take leave before going below. Paid girls
$10 each, of allowance. Company in the evening. Chess,
I beating, all hollow. Fine weather continues.

18.  Tuesday. Acts. Had a bad night, from eating Bos-
ton biscuits. Nothing Yankee agrees with me. Better in
the morning. Flurries of snow, but not enough to cover
the bare spots. Took a long walk on the plank. Openingfj,
finished loth Chap. Chess with wife in the evening, I
beat. Wife nervous. She grows fatter, but wants air and
exercise. Out of Carter potatoes to my regret.

19.  Wednesday. Grew much colder in the night, but no
snow. Wheeling good, but not a bit of sleighing. Acts.
Reviewing Openings. Thaws in warm places, but a fair
winter day. House very comfortable. Franklin in our
room has not been lighted this winter. Took a long walk,
wife with me part of the time. She wants air very much,
and we miss our sleighing. Chess, both beat. I lost queen
early, and at end had a castle and two pawnes against a
queen! Beat handsomely.

20.  Thursday. Still pleasant, though cool. Acts. Took a
very long walk, weather charming, though freezing a very
little in the .shade. Wind at S. W. and mild. No sign of
snow, and wheeling capital. Chess in the evening. I beat
altogether. Began to revise Openings to-day, of which
ten chapters are done. Congress making a fool of itself
by betraying its utter ignorance of the Constitution.

21.   Friday. Weather still more moderate, and an April
day. Acts. After breakfast drove wife to farm, on wheels,
roads capital. Did no work to-day. Congress does nothe Lazy Man or The Small Lazy Man., so full, that the words themselves seemed to have been sent
